
Social & environmental sustainability criteria in 
UEFA Club Licensing: Engagement workshop

Online session
Thursday, 23 January 2025 



UEFA facilitators for this session 

Anna Polatowska

Club Licensing Manager

Filippo Veglio

Head of Social & Environmental 

Sustainability 



Today

• Engagement of all Club Licensing and Social & 

Environmental Sustainability (SES) officers across 

the 55 UEFA Member Associations

• Guidance on practical application of SES Provisions 

in UEFA’s Club Licensing Regulations 2024

• Dialogue on questions or concerns to continue to 

raise standards across this area in European 

football



Questions, ideas, comments always welcome

Please use Microsoft Teams chat function



Ambition: 

Accelerating action – with a strategic approach



• Position sustainability as a strategic investment to 

protect & create value in clubs

• Leverage UEFA Club Licensing regulations to guide 

clubs’ approach (Person, Strategy, Actions)

• Catalyse learning by sharing & collaboration across 

European football community

Social & environmental sustainability in European 

club football



Series of sessions & webinars across 2024 to advocate

a strategic approach to guide clubs’ efforts
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3 key points today



UEFA CLUB LICENSING AND FINANCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY REGULATIONS

https://documents.uefa.com/r/UEFA-Club-Licensing-and-Financial-Sustainability-Regulations-2024-Online
https://documents.uefa.com/r/Technical-Regulations/UEFA-Club-Licensing-Regulations-for-UEFA-Women-s-Club-Competitions-none


UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Catalyst of strategic action on sustainability

Reflects UEFA advocacy of a 3-pronged approach

1. Person

2. Strategy

3. Actions

➢Equality and Inclusion

➢Anti-Racism

➢Child and Youth Protection

➢Football for All Abilities

➢Environmental Protection



UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: 2024 updates

• Language: From Football Social Responsibility (FSR) to Social & 
Environmental Sustainability (SES)

• Defined as A criteria for men’s club competitions: 

– Appointment of SES Officer

– Requirement of an SES Strategy

• Defined as B criterion for women’s club competitions

– Appointment of an SES Officer

Nota bene: 
Solidarity scheme for non-participating clubs includes gradual 
integration of SES criteria (child & youth protection 2025/26 

season, SES Strategy 2026/27 season)



Club licensing process and consequences of non-fulfilment

Mandatory 

requirements

• Non-fulfilment of A criteria leads to refusal of a 

license to enter relevant UEFA Club Competition

• Non-fulfilment of B criteria does not lead to refusal 

of a license but to a sanction defined by the licensor 

according to its catalogue of sanctions



UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance (1)

1. SES Officer position 

– Single point of contact for all stakeholders

– Coordinate & oversee strategy 

– Collaborate across all club departments on guidelines, policies and activities

– Contribute to the achievement of measurable objectives and KPIs

2. SES Strategy development

– Focusing on football impact on society & environment

– Taking into account local context & stakeholder engagement

– Setting out guiding principles & mission statement

– Defining policies, focus areas, targets, KPIs

– Laying the ground for execution phase via action plan 

– Building in a seasonal measurement & reporting loop



UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance (2)

3. Policy-specific activities (B criteria) to assess and embark upon

➢Equality and Inclusion

➢Anti-Racism

➢Child and Youth Protection

➢Football for All Abilities

➢Environmental Protection

Take stock of what is already
in place across the club

Assess value 
creation and cost-

benefits of the 
activities

(Re)define Targets, 
KPIs, Actions



Plenty of UEFA guidance, tools, and checklists freely available for clubs and 

backed by expertise of SES managers in each NA to support efforts

Circular Economy Guidelines

Circular Economy Guidelines

Healthy  Sustainable Catering Guidelines

Healthy & Sustainable 

Catering Guidelines

Sustainable Infrastructure Guidelines

Sustainable Infrastructure 

Guidelines

Accessibility Guidelines

Accessibility Guidelines

Carbon Footprint Calculator

Carbon Footprint Calculator
OUTRAGED

OUTRAGED

Walking Football Toolkit

Walking Football Toolkit

https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/028b-1a788d5570a7-854785085fbb-1000--uefa-releases-sustainable-catering-guidelines-for-food-and/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/028b-1a788d5570a7-854785085fbb-1000--uefa-releases-sustainable-catering-guidelines-for-food-and/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/027b-169a9c3f3499-852e47de9e6a-1000--uefa-launches-sustainable-infrastructure-guidelines/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/027b-169a9c3f3499-852e47de9e6a-1000--uefa-launches-sustainable-infrastructure-guidelines/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0291-1bc821385a26-35d482c8c957-1000--updated-uefa-accessibility-guidelines-available-now/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/028b-1a5834b79232-51bb63b9c8fd-1000--uefa-launches-groundbreaking-carbon-footprint-calculator/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0282-18590c53dc46-1cdf7342297c-1000--outraged/
https://www.uefa.com/sustainability/environment/circular-economy/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0291-1bfacd164642-bd52d14758e9-1000--new-walking-football-toolkit-available/


UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance on club reporting 



For all provisions, as every year: Emphasis on collaborative approach –

This is a joint journey! 
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Issued on 31 October 2024

Chapter 20 on SES



Driver for 2025: 

To (pro)actively support the Club Licensing Manager in their NA – 

including through review of the SES section in club licensing submissions

Sustainability Officers in each of the 55 National Associations



UEFA Sustainability Hub – Available for all of you 

▪ Members-only online platform to 

facilitate inspiration & learning by 

sharing across the football sustainability 

community

▪ All NA Club Licensing Managers will 

receive an e-mail invitation to join 

▪ Clubs can request access directly via the 

Sustainability Hub 

https://uefa365.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Sustainability-community-Hub/SitePages/Home.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=IkBTQg
https://uefa365.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Sustainability-community-Hub/SitePages/Home.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=IkBTQg


2025 outlook – Outreach on UEFA club licensing requirements will continue



2025 outlook – Other fronts 

• Community meetings 

Online & in person – save the dates to follow soon

• Educational offer

Rethink & reshape ongoing (UEFA Academy-ECA 

Campus), joint webinar series with ECA continues

• Reporting

Improve availability, comparability and reliability of 

disclosures – incl. with work on CSRD  



2025 outlook – The football sustainability community across Europe is 

growing & knowledge is deepening



Q & A



www.uefa.com/sustainability 

sustainability@uefa.ch 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: UEFA facilitators for this session 
	Slide 3: Today
	Slide 4:  Questions, ideas, comments always welcome   Please use Microsoft Teams chat function
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Social & environmental sustainability in European  club football
	Slide 7: Series of sessions & webinars across 2024 to advocate a strategic approach to guide clubs’ efforts
	Slide 8: 3 key points today
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Catalyst of strategic action on sustainability
	Slide 11: UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: 2024 updates
	Slide 12: Club licensing process and consequences of non-fulfilment  
	Slide 13: UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance (1)
	Slide 14: UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance (2)
	Slide 15: Plenty of UEFA guidance, tools, and checklists freely available for clubs and backed by expertise of SES managers in each NA to support efforts
	Slide 16: UEFA Club Licensing Regulations: Guidance on club reporting 
	Slide 17: For all provisions, as every year: Emphasis on collaborative approach –  This is a joint journey! 
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: UEFA Sustainability Hub – Available for all of you 
	Slide 20: 2025 outlook – Outreach on UEFA club licensing requirements will continue
	Slide 21: 2025 outlook – Other fronts 
	Slide 22: 2025 outlook – The football sustainability community across Europe is growing & knowledge is deepening
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

