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Football in the School

We have 6 projects in the school 



8 097 children
U5 - U7

382 schools

584 girls
WU6 - WU8

27 centres

Regular activities in the 2025/2026 season



9 
Universities

U23

1128 
Schools

WU10 / U10

1416 
Schools

WU13 / U13

1621 
Schools
U15 / U19

------------------------------

1095 primary schools / 526 secondary schools

School competitions in the 2025/2026 season





2024/25 2023/24 2022/23 2021/22 2020/21 2019/20 2018/19 2017/18 2016/17

Number of schools 414 417 399 381 339 366 171 46 3

Number of kids 8480 8767 8559 7866 7119 7686 3591 966 87

Regular football activities in 
Kindergartens and Primary schools

"FLAGSHIP PROGRAMME"



✓ No transport obstacles for kids
✓ Qualified coach 

✓ Scouting
✓ Developing local community
✓ New clubs fans

✓ Football development
✓ New football fans
✓ Increasing the 

membership base

✓ Regular football activity
✓ Qualified coach
✓ Support by equipment

✓ Focus at family with the kids
✓ Social responsibility for local 

community

✓ Built relationship to sports
✓ Health benefit
✓ Inclusion
✓ Fun, enjoyment

Club

School

Parent

Child

MunicipalitySlovak 
FA

Social responsibility of the project

Sponsor
✓ Funds
✓ Social responsibility









✓ Equipment

Cooperation and project support

✓ Financial support 

✓ Coach education



BROCHURE - Grassroots coach (metodology for kids)



Project marketing through 
the national team U21 and partner LIDL
+ social media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok)



Women‘s football 
development 
project in the school



• School competition for primary schools

• Football for U10/WU10 (mixed teams)

• 27th edition (2025/2026)

• Equipment for schools: 700 balls, jerseys



• School cup SFZ: competition for primary schools

• Football for boys and girls U13

• 13th edition (2025/2026)

• Equipment for schools: 1200 balls, jerseys



• Futsal competition Schools

• Futsal for boys & girls U15 – Secondary Schools

• Futsal for boys U19 – High Schools

• Equipment for schools: 200 futsal balls



• University League in Bratislava

• Football & Futsal

• Equipment for schools: balls 

• Education: SFZ Grassroots Leader



TOTAL participants:  43 834 in  2024/2025

SFZ Grassroots Activities in Schools

8480 9555 12391 12634574 200



Challenges we had to overcome to build the school programme

Building trust with the Ministry of Education and individual schools
Convincing schools and authorities that football activity belongs in the extra curriculum required the formal agreements, 
methodology approval and proof that sessions are safe, inclusive and educationally valuable.

Shortage of qualified grassroots coaches
Scaling to 380+ schools and 27 girls' centres meant launching dedicated coach education tracks and certifying PE teachers 
(new football coaches) — building the workforce in parallel with the programme.

Securing long-term funding
Equipment, coach fees and competition logistics required a stable budget — solved by combining UEFA HatTrick, Slovak 
FA contribution and a strategic partnership with LIDL.

Engaging girls and overcoming gender stereotypes
Girls' participation needed dedicated WU6–WU8 centres, female role models and targeted communication with parents and 
teachers to normalise football as a sport for girls.

Reaching schools in small towns and rural regions
Equal access across Slovakia thorugh the local club coaches, equipment delivery to remote schools and competition formats 
that work without long travel for kids.

Aligning many stakeholders around one project
Schools, clubs, parents, municipalities, the Slovak FA and sponsors all had different expectations — solved through clear roles,
shared KPIs and consistent communication via the U21 national team and social media.



Link between school and club:

• Direct link school and club
The elite youth academy clubs have to cooperate with min. 4 kindergartens or primary school 

(schools football activities) during the school year as a part of Slovak FA Licensing criteria for 

Elite youth football (since 2015). Grassroots clubs started to cooperate in 2018.

• Shared coach between school and club
The same qualified grassroots coach delivers both school sessions and club training, so children 

see a familiar face when they cross over and the methodology stays consistent.

• School competitions as a scouting and showcase platform
Club coaches attend U10/U13/U15 school tournaments to spot talent and invite players 

directly, turning regional rounds into a structured recruitment funnel.

• Municipality support — facilities
The municipality provides shared use of school pitches also for clubs



UEFA SHARE

Thank you for your attention.
Grassroots department SFZ

Vladimír Cyril Martin 
Lupták Janoško Lukáč
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